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Historical Plaques: Images from the Missing Plaques Project

The Missing Plagues Project

The Missing Plaques Project is dedicated to changing the way we think about his-
tory. 'This Toronto-based project, which has been used as a model elsewhere in
Canada, responds to the idea that the city’s history is conservative, boring and
British. Tim Groves, the project’s founder, has made it his goal to challenge this
perspective by creating his own historical plaques which tell stories often absent
from Toronto’s collective memory. The plaques, which are posters put up using
wheat paste, highlight both Toronto’s distant past, but also some of the darker
sides of Toronto’s more recent history, such as the Bath House raids in 1981 and
the 1992 Yonge Street riot. These are stories that will almost certainly not be rec-
ognized by more official historic plaques, while at the same time have played — and
continue to play — an important role in shaping the city of Toronto. Tim present-
ed many of his posters at Active History: A History for the Future in September 2008.

We have included three of Tim’s posters as part of this volume. The Halloween
Riot tells of the first post-WWII Halloween party on Queen’s street east. As
crowds and revelry grew police intervened and the festive atmosphere quickly
turned into a large confrontation. Another plaque is about the Yonge Street Riot,
which developed after a racially charged police shooting in Toronto. It lead to an
afternoon and evening of rioting. The final plaque takes a different approach,
focusing on changing place names in Toronto. The Wonscotanach River (is also
the Don River) is a good reminder of Toronto’s deep Aboriginal history — a his-
tory which has only seldom been recognized in the city’s urban geography.

For more information about the Missing Plaques Project, or to view some of
Tim’s other plaques, visit the project’s website at:
http://missingplaque.tao.ca/about.html
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62 The Missing Plaques Project

HALLOWEEN RIOT

WHY DID MOB OF "7000" STORM POLICE STATION?

On Ocrober 3st, 1945, an enormous and raucous street party filled a section of Queen St. East in the Beaches, It
was the first Malloween since the end of Word War Il When police intervenad, the massive crowd of teenagers
became enraged. They attempted to sterm the police station and a riot ensued,

Early in the evening scores of teemagers began to gather. Slowly the number grew and grew untll the crowd
became so big that one police officer numbered them at 7000. The youth became rowdy, Huge bonfires were
started in the middle of the road blocking strestcars. Backyard fences were torn down and used to feed the
blaze. "Flames were sweeping down the [streetcar] tracks™ as gasoline was poured in them. Obstacles were
placed to block fire trucks from accessing the site,

Before long polica on herseback descended and began clubbing the crowd The revelry had turned to anger: Police
arvested two youth and drove off with them, Someone shouted out "Let’s go free them!" The idea took hold of
the crowd. They marched north to the Main 5t. Police Station, chanting "RELEASE THEM| RELEASE THEM!" The
Toronta Telegram reported "Hundreds of Hallowsen demonstrators paraded through east end streets hurling
roeks at windows and turning on fire hydrants.”

As the crowd approached the police station, police and firemen turned fire-hoses upon them, This did prevent
them from reaching the station, yet the teenagers retaliated by showering police and firemen with debris, A pelice
capeain said, ") never saw 5o many rocks and pieces of concrete fiy through the air at one ume” Every available
policeman from across the city rushed to the scene, Police then began clubbing and making arrests. "Spectators
comphined they were beaten for no reason.” wrote the Toronto Star, The crowd dispersed. The riot was over,

The teenage boys that took part in the Halloween Riot were not veterans returned from war, but rather a new
underciass of youth, Compared to the special treatment that veterans were recaiving, the future of these boys
seermed grim With the war over, thelr dreams of becoming war heroes were quashed. They now felt they had
litthe to lose. This resulted not only in the Mallowsen riot but also in a slew of gangs that sprung up across the
city, such as the Beanery Boys, the Tipps Gang, the junction Gang and the Balmy Beach Gang. Robbed of a future
they felt had been promised to them. many teenagers turned to a life of party and crime,

#s 3 better image of the Beaches past has been promuoted, the Malloween Riot has shpped into obscurity, This
histary should be remembered and learned from Today, many youth still have bleak futures What youth eruptions
will our bimes see!

Saurces

7000 join In East End Riot Cittes Rowdiest ever’, by Toronto Star, Mav 151 1045
"facks, Chunks OF Cancrete Shower On Paliee, Flremen Mab of 7000 Held &7 B,
by Toranto Tekegram, Mo 1t 1945

I, Interview with Donald May a paricipant in the rhor.

CANG BUSTERS', In NOW Magazine, Mar 25 -

31, 2004, Vol. 23 No. 30, by Chris Malcolm
“Quode fram Police
Inspector Greenwoad
regarted |n the
Toaonto Telegram
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THE YONGE STREET RIOT

ANGER AT RACISM BOILS OVER IN 1992

A crowd rampaged aleng Yonge Street, breaking windows, lootin
throwing debris at polica. On M ay dth 1992, the anger of man ‘k finally
expladet. This was a response to racism, more specifically, police racism, they asserted

The Yonge Stre tarted with & rally, crganized b afence Cormimittes in protest

if the ACguUit white police affi jden ] blach manin Los
Angeles Two d limr. ancther raason foo taking to the streets emerged. & white, p
ifle=s, bn Taront ared Killesl & 22 wear ald black man, who pelice alleged was deall

protest. speakers remimded the crowd that the v
btack man shot by tha Ti

tinn, Raymond Canstantine Lawrenc
ca 1978, {an average of one a yearh, and the 4th to dis.

whio padice si

The crowd of about 1000 paopla was full of ang

Thay marched from tha L5 consulate to Yonge and

L. Ler LIy Hal Thirmy prateston apnrcached the
Courthouse and shattered the glass deors, before rejoining the rest of the crewd in Mathan Philips
Square. At City Hall protestors hoped to speak with politicians, instead a lme of police blocked their
access. Soon chunks of concrete. mocks, cans, and homse manure rained down on bath palice and the
hullding

When tha crowd stormed back up Yonge 5t police were notably absent. The noting scon began; Hotdog
FAMTD W . broken, ieaving the streets
chranics. Meaar W S, W pile of

GOWET

e with gl
brieks was fou i

s suth s thirse of Halt Renfiew

|t was getting dark by the time the palice had finally mobilized - an hour and a half after the orowd
began rampaging up Yonge 5t.4 line of cops blocked the crowd as they headed south down Bay 5t
After a series of clashes the crowd retuned north to Bloor 5t followed by the police, &t thi

paint

OfgAnIzers negot s to reopen the subways and aflow people to leave @ e of ¢
erorvd shrank, At | Gpm the remzining crowd of about 300, had gathered in a parking lot When police
changed the crowd swinging bifty clubs at the demonstrors, the crowd finally dispersad

respond o the racis 1 had sparked the &y
net racizi but rather Hooliganizm, Mone the less he commrissioned a report from Stephen Lewis whic
found racsm was pervasive throwghout Ontario, and Rae accepted some of the reports
recommiendations by changing government pokicy

7 Haob fae claimed that the root of

Black activiats bad Dithe dharms 51 what had happensd “All Thoss broken windows can be replaced with

Induranece maney,” said ane of the 5 "the black peeple wha were kili=d cannet be replaced’

1 Nt b

Mant Mgt hak 2y

Missingplagued@gmail.com wawmissingolagua.tan.ca
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THE WONSCOTANACH RIVER:#

QUESTIONING PLACE NAMES IN TORONTO
The Mississauga Indians named this river the Wanscotonach. In the 1790's Governor Simeoe renamed it
the Dion River after a river in England. As o colonial leader #rying to bring about o singularly British
culfure in Canada, he tried to eradicate all Seneca, Mississauga, and French place names from the colony,
replacing them with British ones. Seme names were retained but o vast number were forgatten.

Simcoe planned to build o new town in an area known as Toronto, yet in 1793 he named the town York. Not
everyone was happy with this charge in name. In 1804 a petition was submitted to reinstate the old name,
but it was not $ill 1834 that an effort to rename the town was successful. By the 1830's many citizens
were fed up with the town’s derogatory lnbels ‘Little York' and 'Muddy York'. A town councilor
suggested that the name Torente be used since "it is the old, original name, of the place and the sound is
in every respect much better.” There was support for the idea and the Town of York became the City of

Toronta,
Despite t5 native name, Toronte sTill branded itself a British
eity. Rivers, streets and neishborhoods were almost
exclusively given British names. They were named af ter places
ar peuri& in Britain, of ter the Iﬂrg;: gstates owned and ramed
by early upper closs residents of Toronto, and after these
Lr;per' class residents themselves. Streets were also named
after military battles, businessmen and politicians but always
adding to the city's British image.
Today Teronto brands itself as o multicuttural crty,
however you would never know it to look af the street
nomes. Just as in the 1830's when our city changed its
name from York to Toronto, we should now k;?m
renaming our streets, rivers ond neighborhoods. We
should give them names in Somali_Portuguese, Mohawk,
Tamil, Spanish, Hungarian, Farsi, Tibetan Cree,
Cantonese, Arabic, and the over one hundred other
languages spaken in Toronto,
ources
Toeuieg Trest ames by ocasrd . .
e mqﬁ;lll:ulao-id& — The names we have now will not disappear,
ot hom ot e but we con start joining them with alder
. by sl Gographc and newer rames. As a start let us
The Hiskiaige 7?;*:,5;:2252' - . remember the Don River is also the
il i1 the backles Toe Smoot Wanscatonach River,
Legacy By the Chntarip Histonead
sogay L

Amaaing ke of thi St Lasrmce
Flesghberhesd by Broce e

Missingplague@gmail.com
www.missingplaque.tao.ca
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